Prior to undertaking the removal experiment all standing vegetation was cleared to ensure consistent spatial conditions across all treatments and replicates. For the 'no exclusion' treatment, 10 seeds of each species were randomly sown on the soil surface, with a layer of fly screen beneath the soil to assist in soil retrieval when seeds were exhumed. For the 'full exclusion' treatment, metal frames (50 cm x 50 cm x 10 cm) were constructed from galvanized sheet metal. These frames were placed onto the soil surface and a 2-cm band of 
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